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News

PARTNERSHIP WITH NURTURED BY NATURE

We are proud to announce
that our Specialist Group has
entered a partnership with
Nurtured by Nature. Nur-
tured by Nature is dedicated
to the conservation of wild-
life and their habitats. This is
achieved through an interna-
tional portfolio of conserva-
tion, research and education
projects. Through their interactive programs and
significant social media following, this non-profit
organization based in California is able to influ-
ence and promote conservation and preservation
by endearing humans to animals and their habitats.
Nurtured by Nature shares the Anteater, Sloth and
Armadillo Specialist Group's interests and aspira-
tions for the global conservation of xenarthrans
and their ecosystems. Combining the expertise
and resources of both organizations will allow
us to collaboratively increase general awareness
of the plight of xenarthrans and to enhance their
conservation.

SUPPORT XENARTHRA CONSERVATION
THROUGH PAYPAL!

Our Specialist Group can now receive dona-
tions via PayPal! If you wish to support our activities,
please visit our website (https://www.xenarthrans.
org/donations/), where you will find a new “donate”
button. You can also use the QR code included here.
Our group depends on these charitable donations
to advance our conservation work and publication
efforts. All donations are administered by our part-
ner institution Nurtured by Nature and are tax de-
ductible. We thank you in advance for your support!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, INSTITUTO TAMANDUA!

Instituto Tamandua
was founded by Flavia
Miranda in 2005. While
it initially focused on
the research and con-
servation of anteaters,
with time it extended
its activities to other
xenarthrans. Today, In-
stituto Tamandua is
widely recognized as the leading institution dedi-
cated to Xenarthra conservation in Brazil, if not in
all of South America. Its team of biologists, veter-
inarians, administrators, and volunteers works on
a wide range of projects, primarily in Piaui, Bahia,
and the Pantanal. In addition to performing field
studies on the biology and ecology of xenarthrans,
Instituto Tamandud has developed considerable
experience in in situ and ex situ population man-
agement and has helped create public conserva-
tion policies in several South American countries.
More recently, the team has been involved in land-
scape protection by reforesting areas of importance
for the conservation of xenarthrans. In September
2020, Instituto Tamandua celebrated its first fifteen
years of tireless work, and the team's passion and
dedication for these amazing creatures is stronger
than ever. Happy birthday!

INSTITUTO TAMANDUA

15 ANOS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
GREEN HERITAGE FUND SURINAME!

GREEN HERITAGE FUND

PROTECTING NATURE & HLDLFE Y SRATE

This success story started with the care of one
orphaned baby sloth in 2005. On 24 October 2005,
Green Heritage Fund Suriname (GHFS) was es-
tablished to help sloths that were in trouble. Over
the past 15 years, GHFS has grown into a founda-
tion dedicated to protecting nature and wildlife in
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Suriname. It provides professional care to sloths,
anteaters, and armadillos (and the occasional por-
cupine). Since 2018, GHFS staff have been fortu-
nate to provide this care in a professional shelter
in the forest. Over the years, its team has rescued,
cared for, and released over 1000 animals into safe
environments. In recent years, the foundation's ed-
ucation and research program has also been further
developed. GHFS's many volunteers and interns,
both from the Surinamese community and from
abroad, have contributed to the creation of educa-
tional materials, collection of scientific data, and
the training of individuals in wildlife conservation.
Happy birthday, GHFS!

FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON
XENARTHRA CONSERVATION

The First Internation-
al Congress on Xenarthra
Conservation (CICX) was
held from November
30 to December 3, 2020.
In this very difficult and
atypical year, Instituto
Tamandud saw the op-
portunity to celebrate
their 15" birthday by organizing a virtual congress
that would bring together Xenarthra experts and fa-
natics from all over the world. The packed program
consisted of 33 talks by renowned experts from 10
countries on the biology, paleontology, phylogeny,
systematics, medicine, captive management, nutri-
tion, and conservation of xenarthrans. In addition,
several mini-courses provided even more informa-
tion about the biology and ecology of the Xenarthra,
ex situ conservation, and Xenarthra medicine. To
reach a wide audience, all talks were pre-recorded
and subtitled in English, Spanish, and Portuguese.
And there's more! Ten of the 68 accepted abstracts
were selected for an oral presentation, which gave
talented young researchers the opportunity to talk
about their research in this international, albeit vir-
tual, setting.

CONGRESSO INTERNACIONAL DE
CONSERVAGAO DE XENARTHRA

The congress was an immense success. It was
attended by 520 participants from 26 countries, rep-
resenting five continents. It was a celebration of the
passion we share for these amazing mammals, and
we are already looking forward to the second edi-
tion of this congress!

We would like to take the opportunity to thank
Instituto Tamandua for their excellent work orga-
nizing this congress; the official sponsor, Conces-
siondria Litoral Norte (CLN), for their generous
support; Foundation for International Aid to Ani-
mals, for having sponsored 200 grants that allo-
wed many students and young professionals to
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participate; and the congress partners Sociedade
Brasileira de Mastozoologia, Quimtia, and Arma-
dillos de Chile.

If you missed the congress, you can still regis-
ter and watch all pre-recorded talks as they will be
available for the next six months! Please visit the
Congress website <https://congresse.me/eventos/
cicx> for additional information.

VIRTUAL SPECIALIST GROUP MEETING

Our Specialist Group held a virtual meeting on
December 3, 2020. It was attended by 16 members
and two representatives of Nurtured by Nature. The
meeting provided an opportunity for an open and
informal discussion on the group's structure, its
priorities, and the range of activities we would like
to accomplish during the next IUCN quadrennium
(2021-2024). There was agreement that our Spe-
cialist Group would benefit from having thematic
sub-groups, as this would enhance membership
engagement and increase outputs. The proposed
thematic groups were taxonomy, trade, conserva-
tion planning, education and outreach, and ex situ
conservation. The exchange of ideas and discussion
of possible activities was highly motivating and in-
spiring, and the participants agreed that the Spe-
cialist Group should hold regular virtual meetings.
We thank all members for their active participation!

ARMADILLOS, SLOTHS, AND ANTEATERS
IN A NEW ILLUSTRATED CHECKLIST OF THE
MAMMALS OF THE SOUTHERN CONE

This Illustrated Check-
list is based on the book
series Handbook of the
Mammals of the World
(HMW). It covers all 486
mammal species, in-
cluding 17 introduced
species  with  estab-
lished wild populations
and three domesticated
species, of Argentina,
Chile, Paraguay, Uru-
guay, and south-east-
ern Brazil, representing
26% of the total land
area of South America.
The Checklist includes
18 species of Xenarthra: Dasypus novemcinctus, D.
septemcinctus, D. mazzai, D. hybridus, Euphractus sex-
cinctus, Chaetophractus vellerosus, C. villosus, Zaedy-
us pichiy, Chlamyphorus truncatus, Calyptophractus
retusus, Priodontes maximus, Cabassous unicinc-
tus, Ca. tatouay, Ca. chacoensis, Tolypeutes matacus,

Mammals of the
Southern Cone

Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay
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Greater Fairy Armadillo Calyptophractus retusus
Pichiciego chaquefio, pichiciego mayor

HB 120-170 mm, T 30-40 mm, W90-130 .
Chaco region, patchily distributed and e,
confined to areas with soft, sandy soil;
also disturbed habitats and close to
human habitation.

Mole-like. Carapace completely attached to

skin of back and head, with vertical, rounded

plate that caps rump; 23-25 movable transverse bands, Ears visible.

i

GiantArmadillo Priodontes maximus
Armadillo gigante, tatd carreta, tatu gigante, tati-guazd

HB 750-1000 mm, T 400-500 mm, W 20-60 kg (up to 80 kg in captivity).
Undisturbed primary rainforest, dry
forest, humid to dry lowland
forest, and savanna.
Largest armadillo. Car-
apace with broad
light-colored
band around its

€0=500m. lower part and

11-13 mov-

able transverse bands. Claws of
forefeet thick and powerful
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Southern Naked-tailed Armadillo Cabassous unicinctus
Armadillo de cola desnuda meridional, cabassti de orejas largas

HB 290-440 mm, T 90-200 mm, W 16-3-6 kg (females larger).
Tropical lowland and submontane forest,

cerrado savanna, and floodable
grassland; also pasture-
land, and eucalypt
plantations, but
not agricultural
areas.

Carapace naked with 12-13 movable
transverse bands. Ears long, extending
well above top of head.
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Greater Naked-tailed Armadillo Cabassous tatouay
Armadillo de cola desnuda mayor, cabasst grande, tatd-ai-mayor

HB 360-490 mm, T 150-200 mm, W 3-4-6.4 kg.

Tropical lowland and submontane forest, open areas (cerrado and grassland),
and agricultural areas.
Largest species in genus.
Carapace naked
with 12-13 mov-
able transverse
bands. Ears
long, extending well above top of
head.

=
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Chacoan Naked-tailed Armadillo (abassous chacoensis 12
Armadillo de cola desnuda del Chaco, cabasst chaquefio, cabass( chico

HB 300-350 mm, T 90-100 mm, W 1-1:5 kg.

Xeric habitats of the Gran Chaco, primarily open thorn forest or thomscrub
with porous non-clay soil.
Smallest species in genus.
Carapace naked, with
12 movable trans-
- verse bands.
Ears tiny.

Southern Three-banded Armadillo Tolypeutesmatacus 1%
Mataco bola, quirquincho bola, tati bola

HB 200-250 mm, T 50-70 mm, W 1-2kg.
Mainly confined to Dry Chaco, typically in thorny forest and scrub, but also in
palm savanna and gallery forest of Humid Chaco.
Carapace generally sandy-yellow to
brown, rigid, dome-shaped, and not
completely attached to body; it
has 2-4 movable trans-
_Se= | verse bands. Capable

<0-800m of rolling itself into

a ball when threat-

ened. Ears large and somewhat flattened.

ANTEATERS Myrmecophagidae

Giant Anteater Myrmecophaga tridactyla
050 hormiguero gigante, gran hormiguero, hormiguero gigante,
050 hormiguero comun, tamandua bandera

HB 1000-1400 mm, T 600-900 mm, W 22-45 kg.

Remarkable diversity of habitats such as grasslands, shrublands, wetlands,
tropical moist forests, dry forests, dense forests, hygraphilous forest, Chaco,
and savanna.
Unmistakable.
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Muyrmecophaga tridactyla, Tamandua tetradactyla, and

Bradypus variegatus.

The concise species descriptions include de-
scriptive notes to facilitate their identification, such
as head-body and tail measurements, mean weight,
and relevant details about the habitats they occupy.
Common names in English and Spanish, and the
conservation status according to The IUCN Red List
of Threatened Species, are also given. All species
descriptions include a beautiful illustration and a

range map.

It is difficult to compare this Checklist with the
HMW, as the latter includes a huge amount of infor-
mation, including detailed descriptions of families
and species. The Checklist's advantage is that, with
a size of 14 x 22.8 cm and a weight of 340 g, it is a
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compact and useful compilation that can be taken
in the field—something we would not suggest to do
with the original HMWS that measures 24 x 31 cm
and weighs 4.13 kg. At roughly 20 Euros for this en-
tire compilation vs. 140 Euros per book of the HMW
series, its price is also more accessible.

In summary, this by-product of the HMW is a
very attractive complement or alternative that al-
lows quick and practical access to basic information
on the many Xenarthra species and other mammals
that share their habitats.

Vilalta, A.M. (compiler). 2020. Mammals of the Southern
Cone, Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay. Lynx
Edicions, Barcelona. 160 pp. ISBN 978-84-16728-
26-8. Available at: <https://www.lynxeds.com/es/
producto/mammals-of-the-southern-cone/>.
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